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One of the foundational teachings of 
Chassidus is the importance for a Jew to 
always be aware of just how much more 
there is yet to be accomplished in his 

avodas Hashem. No matter how lofty the levels a chassid may reach, 
he is forever striving for deeper perceptions, greater emunah, and 
more complete self-control. Balanced by another pole of healthy 
satisfaction and pride over what he has already accomplished as 
well as the realization that he is only charged with doing what he 
is able (“Lo alecha hamelacha ligmor”), this striving never leads 
to sadness or anxiety. Rather, it infuses his avodah with a sense of 
yearning, excitement, and anticipation for an ever-elusive future 
goal (“V’lo atah ben chorin l’hibatel mimenah”), animating his entire 
life with vibrancy and vitality.

Although by all external appearances, Chassidim seem to be most 
joyous, confident, and comfortable in their avodas Hashem, this 
impression is, paradoxically, founded upon a perpetual sense 
of spiritual inadequacy. The Baal Shem Tov trained his followers 
to perceive an ever-present lack in their spiritual development. 
Regardless of how advanced they may become in their Torah study, 
tefillah, or purity, he wanted them to feel as if they had only just 
begun. Counterintuitively, this constant heartbroken yearning 
for completion and desire to further reveal Hashem’s presence 

in the world irrespective of past success produced a unique spirit 
of excitement, passion, and joy in their avodah. Applying the idea 
that “distance makes the heart grow fonder” to elements in avodas 
Hashem which were in fact quite near, the Baal Shem Tov and his 
students encouraged Jews to long for their tefillah while uttering its 
very words, to yearn for the page of Gemara while actively engaged 
in its study. In this way, they could forever maintain a degree of 
“fondness” toward avodas Hashem, avoiding the malady of rote and 
spiritual apathy.

In this week’s parsha, the pasuk states: “Olas tamid ha’asuyah b’Har 
Sinai l’reyach nichoach isheh la’Shem.” On a simple level, these words 
are translated as, “A continual burnt offering – as the one offered up 
at Mount Sinai – for a spirit of satisfaction, a fire offering to Hashem.” 
Reb Shimon Yaroslaver zy”a saw a deeper meaning:

“Olas Tamid”: If one wants his avodas Hashem to perpetually 
shine with the animating spirit of yearning, excitement, and 
anticipation, “Ha’asuyah b’Har Sinai”: It must be accompanied by 
Sinai-like humility, the constant awareness of one’s lack in avodas 
Hashem. “L’reiach nichoach isheh la’Shem”: Indeed, it is this kind 
of avodah, bursting with utmost sincerity, that gives Hashem the 
greatest pleasure. 
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An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

Teshuvah can be attained only by safeguarding Shabbos, because a person cannot truly repent and 
fully do teshuvah without Shabbos. This is because Shabbos, whose letters can be rearranged to spell 
“tasheiv”, “repent,” draws a person closer to Hashem and reconnects him to his Maker. (Meor Einayim, 
Ki Seitzei)

Our Sages taught (Kiddushin 49b) that if a woman was betrothed to someone on the condition that he was a tzaddik and they find that he is 
actually wicked, this is not grounds to dissolve the betrothal. They are still considered betrothed, because there is the slightest doubt regarding 
the husband’s status: we suppose that perhaps he had thoughts of sincere repentance when he married her. We see that in a single second, 
with just one fleeting thought of teshuvah, a person can be considered a tzaddik! The reason for this is because teshuvah preceded the creation 
of the world, which was created through Speech - Hashem expressing the ten utterances of the Creation (“Let there be light,” etc.). Whatever 
preceded the world’s creation also preceded this Speech. Before Speech there was only Thought. In that case, teshuvah, which preceded 
Creation, must be connected to thought which also preceded the Creation. One who repents therefore returns to his root source above all 
the worlds and rectifies creation. Since teshuvah is connected to the world of Thought and is beyond creation, even just one single thought of 
teshuvah rectifies any corruption he might have brought about in this world with his misdeeds. (Meor Einayim, Likkutim) 

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return

R שבת בו תשוב A V  T A L  M O S H E  Z W E C K E R

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.

“The fiery service of the humble oveid Hashem who is constantly striving toward “The fiery service of the humble oveid Hashem who is constantly striving toward 
greater spiritual goals grants the Master of the world the most profound pleasure.”greater spiritual goals grants the Master of the world the most profound pleasure.”

- Rav Shimon Yaroslaver- Rav Shimon Yaroslaver
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In this section, we present brief translated passages from the seforim Hakedoshim regarding the Baal Shem Tov and 
his teachings on a variety of topics relating to avodas Hashem.  

1. The holy Rav of Kuyednov said that the entire path of the Baal Shem Tov hakadosh was to teach a person how to draw himself close to 
the kind of avodah that would be engaged in during the days of Moshiach, for it was from the time of the Baal Shem and on that sparks 
of Moshiach’s soul began to shine within the heads of the generation. This is the meaning of “shnei alafim yemos hamashiach”, the two-
thousand years of yemos haMoshiach referred to by our sages. The word “alafim” can imply teaching - “a’alefcha chochmah”. Chassidus 
teaches a person the ways of the avodah of yemos haMoshiach, and its path is founded on two (“Shnei alafim”) ever-revolving concepts: 
humility, and joy. (Zecher Tzaddik 10a)

2. Before his passing, the Baal Shem Tov said that from him would begin the final stage before the coming of Moshiach. For there were 
ten kinds of shepherds that were sent to lead am Yisrael: Neviim, Shoftim, Zekeinim, Melachim, Kohanim, Tanaaim, Amoraiim, Nesiim, 
Geonim, and Rabbanim. The final group is the Tzaddikim. The Satan asked in heaven, “Who are these ‘Tzaddikim’ - why, the entire nation 
is supposed to achieve this level, as the verse states, ‘v’ameich kulam tzaddikim’!” They answered him that there would be groups of 
Chassidim, and each group would have a head and a leader who would be called the “Tzaddik”. This Tzaddik would teach them the ways 
of Chassidus and avodas Hashem. The Satan understood that this did not bode well for him and he began to worry. Finally, he gathered all 
his strength and decided that he would constantly argue against the Tzaddikim, giving them no rest, so they would not have strength to 
lead the generation. They did not allow him this strategy, but they did grant him permission to stir up disputes and unpleasantness between 
the different sects of Chassidim so that they should not unity in any way, each sect connecting itself to its own leader and considering it 
a mitzvah to speak negatively about and shame the other leaders. (Brought in the name of Rebbe Simcha Bunim of Peshischa zy”a) 

נצוצי אור

Sparks of 
Chassidus

Today’s chinuch focuses on details. Instead, what we need to do is cause Today’s chinuch focuses on details. Instead, what we need to do is cause 
people to want involvement with HaKadosh Baruch Hu. To love Hashem, people to want involvement with HaKadosh Baruch Hu. To love Hashem, 

not just fear Him. To understand Him, not just to be afraid of Him.not just fear Him. To understand Him, not just to be afraid of Him.

- Rav Pinchos Breyer- Rav Pinchos Breyer
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About The Lost Princess InitiativeAbout The Lost Princess Initiative
The first of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s legendary tales, “The Lost Princess”, tells of an epic quest to locate a 
princess abducted from the king’s palace and return her home. The Lost Princess is an iconic symbol for the soul, 
connection, and joy that have become lost in the personal and communal religious experience. In an age ripe for a 
spiritual renaissance, the Lost Princess Initiative is focusing a spotlight on building a deep and vibrant relationship 
with Hashem. Our mission is to provide a compass of inspiration and encouragement for a generation searching for 
the youthful spirit of connection, vibrancy, and passion through a diverse array of content and programs, using the 

life-changing teachings of our tzaddikim to guide us toward our goal.
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In the eleventh HaMeor SheBah video, LPI founder R’ Yaakov Klein explains an incredible teaching 
from the Berditchover. How many times in our lives do we experience hashgacha pratis? However 
slightly we may feel that feeling in that moment, we stand awed with the realization that we 
touched something beyond, that we have made contact with the Master of the World Himself. 

There is a feeling of being a recipient of something so amazing that it could not have happened in a natural way, and we feel the simchah that 
is connected with that experience. The Berditchover says that when an oveid Hashem, someone who is connected to the Master of the World 
with all his heart and soul, who lives every single moment connected to the Divine, a Jew who sees God everywhere he looks, experiences 
hashgacha pratis, the primary delight and joy that person feels in the moment is not simply because he got out of a bind. 

The tzaddik teaches that when such a Jew, who is connected to his Source and is always cognizant of the relationship that he has with that 
Infinite Source that loves each of us so much, experiences something so amazing, the simchah that he feels is bound with the realization that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu revealed His great love for that individual. In that moment, the joy comes not because of the salvation as much as it comes 
from the contact with the Infinite Creator, the Infinite Being who loves me and you. There’s no greater joy than that. We have to realize that at 
the moment we are connected to the realization that the Master of the World loves us, that He believes in us, that He put us here for a reason, 
that He needs us, so-to-speak, this is the key to all salvation. Suddenly, anything is possible! 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series

K Y L E  Z A L D I Nאור חוזר

This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org.


