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While much of our parsha deals with the 
laws of Yovel and Shemittah, it closes 
with warnings against ribbis, (interest) 
ona’ah (monetary deception), and 

gezel (thievery). In an astounding lesson, the Mei HaShiloach explains 
the connection between the messages of Yovel and Shemittah and 
these financial prohibitions in his inimitable, wondrous manner.

In Pirkei Avos, Chazal teach that a person whose interpersonal 
relationships are founded upon the dual notion of “Sheli shelach 
v’shelcha shelach”, “What’s mine is yours and what’s yours is yours” is 
of pious character. The holy Ishbitzer teaches that, on a deeper level, 
this statement is applicable in a Jew’s relationship with the Master 
of the world and that Shemittah and Yovel represent its two clauses, 
respectively.

The facts of life seem to suggest that man owns his possessions and 
may choose to do whatever he wants with them. It seems as though 
it is up to a landowner whether to plow his field and prepare it for 
growing crops, whether to leave it fallow, or whether to develop the 
land and build houses or buildings. The message of Shemittah, which 
requires the Jewish landowner to rest his field every seventh year, 
is that “Sheli shelach” – even that which, as my property, appears 
to be exclusively subject to my own decision making, is truly Yours, 
Hashem, and bound to Your unfathomable Will.

Yovel is even deeper. There are things in life which, when analyzed, 

are understood as being ultimately and essentially beyond our 
control such as human destiny, one’s position in society, financial 
status etc. However, under the illusion of independence from 
Hashem’s silent sovereignty, we attempt to manipulate and alter our 
destiny, position in society, and financial status. This is most clearly 
embodied in the actions of one who sells himself as a slave and the 
slave master who purchases him. These individuals are attempting to 
change their inherent position in Hashem’s Master Plan; the servant 
by deliberately lowering his status through subjugation, and the 
master by attempting to raise himself in lording over others. Thus, the 
reversion of this arrangement each Yovel, when all slaves are freed, 
embodies the understanding that “Shelcha shelach”; Hashem’s plan 
regarding the realities of life which were never truly under our control 
will ultimately come to pass regardless of our attempts at subversion.

The Ishbitzer explains that this is the reason warnings against gezel, 
ribbis, and ona’ah are issued in our parsha. After the Torah has 
taught us the lessons of Shemittah and Yovel, of “Sheli shelach” 
and “Shelcha shelach”, it should be easier for one to come to the 
understanding that attempting to alter our financial status by going 
against Hashem’s Torah in stealing, collecting interest, and deceiving 
is a grossly futile endeavor. Ultimately, we are going to have exactly 
what Hashem has set aside for us – not a penny more, and not a 
penny less. Therefore, Shemittah and Yovel may be seen as the 
foundation upon which warnings against these foolish attempts at 
manipulation are built. 
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“Sheli shelach”, a Jew’s fragile control over the things he owns is truly nullified to Hashem’s will - this is the “Sheli shelach”, a Jew’s fragile control over the things he owns is truly nullified to Hashem’s will - this is the 
message of shemitta. “V’shelcha shelach”, the underlying currents of my existence, which I never truly had control message of shemitta. “V’shelcha shelach”, the underlying currents of my existence, which I never truly had control 
over despite my attempts at manipulation, will ultimately follow Your direction –- this is the message of Yovel .”over despite my attempts at manipulation, will ultimately follow Your direction –- this is the message of Yovel .”

- Rebbe Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz- Rebbe Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz

An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

On one occasion, the holy Baal Shem Tov davened  Minchah much later than usual. When he concluded 
his prayers, he turned to those assembled and explained his puzzling behavior. “There was a baal 
teshuvah who committed the worst sins in the world, to the point that he had come to transgress nearly 
the entire Torah! Now he has repented, and today he prayed a sincere Minchah from the very recesses 

of his heart. His prayers were so heartfelt that he broke through all the gates of prayer in the heavens on High. I delayed my prayers so that I 
could daven at the same time as him. Then, my own prayers would be able join in the elevation of his tefillos, rising to the heavens together 
with his prayer.” (Yechi Reuven, Chagigah)

There is no one in this world, not even the most lowly and wicked person, who does not at some time experience pangs of remorse. Those who 
cast these thoughts aside instead of seizing the opportunity are like a person who takes the keys to the king’s treasury - gifted to him by the 
king himself - and throws them away. He is throwing away the opportunity Hashem is giving him for teshuvah. (Kesser Shem Tov) 

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return

R שבת בו תשוב A V  T A L  M O S H E  Z W E C K E R

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.
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This section contains a serialization of Rebbe Nachman’s iconic tale, The Lost Princess, the foundation text 
for the entire mission of LPI. R’ Yaakov Klein’s exploration of this tale, “The Story of Our Lives”, is now 
available in bookstores everywhere and on Amazon.com.

He saw that the king requested for them to bring the queen. They 
went to fetch her, and there was a great uproar and tremendous joy 
as they brought forth the queen. The orchestra played and the choir 
sang. They set up a throne for her and she sat next to the king. She 
was the lost princess! As soon as the viceroy saw her, he recognized 
her. The queen looked around, and, seeing someone lying in a corner, 
she recognized him. She stood up from her throne and went over and 
touched him. “Do you know me?” she asked. “Yes,” he replied. “I 
know you. You are the lost princess.”

He then asked her, “How did you get here?” “It happened when 
my father, the king, threw those words from his mouth (‘May the no-

good one take you.’),” she answered. “This is the place of no-good.” 
The viceroy told her that her father was in so much pain and had 
searched for her for many years. “How can I get you out of here?” 
he asked. She said, “It is impossible to get me out of here unless you 
choose for yourself a place and remain there for a full year.

“All that year you must long to free me. Whenever you are unoccupied, 
you must only yearn, seek, and look forward to freeing me. And you 
must also fast. Then, on the last day of the year, you must fast and go 
without sleep for the entire twenty-four-hour period.”

To Be Continued…

בדרך סיפרתי מעשה

The Tale of The 
Lost Princess (#3)

“It is even possible to live simply in Torah and mitzvos: wearing tzitzis, donning tefillin, keeping Shabbos, fulfilling “It is even possible to live simply in Torah and mitzvos: wearing tzitzis, donning tefillin, keeping Shabbos, fulfilling 
our obligation in tefillah - without feeling the depth of the mitzvos as all . Indeed, it is possible to remove from our obligation in tefillah - without feeling the depth of the mitzvos as all . Indeed, it is possible to remove from 

oneself the depth of all matters and remain a good Jew. However, such a life is devoid of freshness and renewal . oneself the depth of all matters and remain a good Jew. However, such a life is devoid of freshness and renewal . 
Each day is like the last, everything is habit, all is rote. All discovery is a result of one’s delving into the depths.”Each day is like the last, everything is habit, all is rote. All discovery is a result of one’s delving into the depths.”

- Rav Shlomo Wolbe z”l- Rav Shlomo Wolbe z”l

About The Lost Princess InitiativeAbout The Lost Princess Initiative
The first of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s legendary tales, “The Lost Princess”, tells of an epic quest to locate a 
princess abducted from the king’s palace and return her home. The Lost Princess is an iconic symbol for the soul, 
connection, and joy that have become lost in the personal and communal religious experience. In an age ripe for a 
spiritual renaissance, the Lost Princess Initiative is focusing a spotlight on building a deep and vibrant relationship 
with Hashem. Our mission is to provide a compass of inspiration and encouragement for a generation searching for 
the youthful spirit of connection, vibrancy, and passion through a diverse array of content and programs, using the 

life-changing teachings of our tzaddikim to guide us toward our goal.

Join thousands of Jews on a quest to rediscover the soul of our tradition!
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In the third “HaMeor SheBah” video, R’ Shlomo Gaisin shares an inspiring teaching from the 
Kedushas Levi that touches on the very essence of creation. When a Jew performs a mitzvah with 
desire and passion, this brings great pleasure to Hashem. The Creator takes pride in this Jew 
before all the angels, watching as he cherishes the mitzvos and does the Will of Hashem with such 

elevated joy. 

The Berditchover goes on to say that Hashem’s desire is so inspired by this Jew, He wants to help him even more; to grant him a greater 
comprehension of G-dliness, to give him abundant blessings. Whenever we do a mitzvah with enthusiasm, this inspires Hashem to give us more 
spiritual, physical, intellectual, and emotional strength, so that we can perform more mitzvos in the same manner. This is along the lines of the 
Mishnah in Pirkei Avos which reads, “schar mitzvah, mitzvah” - the reward for a mitzvah is the ability to perform yet another mitzvah. 

The mekubalim explain that it was Hashem’s vision of the tzaddik, of a Jew performing a mitzvah or learning Torah with true desire, that 
generated the world as we know it. There were certainly many stages in between, but it was ultimately Hashem’s excitement and enthusiasm 
over the mere idea of a Jew performing a mitzvah which served as the Divine Desire that generated our reality. Therefore, every time we 
perform a mitzvah with enthusiasm, true adherence to the law, and overwhelming desire, this gives Hashem reason to continue to regenerate 
the world even more beautifully. According to the Kedushas Levi, this is what will bring the geulah. 

May we merit to integrate this idea and perform mitzvos purely and joyously! If we ever question the value of our actions or feel uninspired, let 
us remember that this mitzvah we are doing and the pride it brings Hashem may be the very motor that is powering the world and all of the 
wonderful beauty taking place within it! 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series

K Y L E  Z A L D I Nאור חוזר

In the zechus of Simcha, 
Yeshuah and Geulah for 
all of Hashems Children
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This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org.


