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ׇאְזֵני ֲאדִֹני ָך ָדָבר ּבְ ר־ָנא ַעְבּדְ י ֲאדִֹני ְיַדּבֶ ּגַׁש ֵאָליו ְיהוָּדה ַויֹּאֶמר ּבִ ִּ Because the pasuk does not explicitly :ַוי
state who Yehudah approached, the Noam Elimelech suggests that the Torah means to hint
to the יהודי, the Jewish person, who draws close to Hashem in prayer. What is the Jew’s most
desperate prayer at a time when, like Yehudah in this pasuk, he feels as if all hope is lost?

ָך ַעְבּדֶ ָך ּבְ Please, Master of the world, have mercy on me and do not be exacting :ְוַאל־ִיַחר ַאּפְ
about my lowly actions, ַפְרעֹה י ָכמֹוָך ּכְ because I am so confused, swept along by the stormy :ּכִ
waves of a world gone insane, that, at times, carry me to the height of delusion - making me
think that I am a great tzaddik permeated with Your Holiness (“ָכמֹוָך”), and at others drag me
down into the watery depths of despair - making me feel as if I am the most hopeless sinner
ַפְרעֹה“) Father in heaven, look upon the roller coaster of our generation’s complexity and .(”ּכְ
the erratic ups and downs that shake our world with so much force that it is difficult even to
hold on, let alone to thrive, and see how valiantly we are striving to make it to the other side
of this ocean. Please have mercy on us and help us make it to the finish line of history!

And Yehuda approached
him and said, “Please, my
master, let your servant
appeal to my master, and
do not be impatient with
your servant, for you are
the equal of Pharaoh.

Yehuda approaches Yosef, explaining
that the reason he is presenting a
defense and not Binyamin, is that it is his
guilt, not Binyamin's, that must be
addressed. While he speaks in harsh
terms, he explains that Yosef has no
reason to grow angry as his words are
directed not at Yosef, but at Pharaoh, of
whom Yosef is a representative. Still,
Yehuda takes the precaution of
whispering the injustice of Yosef's cup
being found in the sack of Binyamin into
Yosef's ear, so he wouldn't become
embarrassed by the injustice he had
perpetrated and grow angry.
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BEHIND EVERY MASK 

עֹה׃ ַפר¿ י ָכמֹוָך ּכ¿ ƒָך ּכ ּדֶ ַעב¿ ָך ּב¿ ַחר ַאּפ¿ ƒיŒַאל י ו¿ ƒֵני ֲאדֹנ ׇאז¿ ָך ָדָבר ּב¿ ּד¿ רŒָנא ַעב¿ ַדּבֶ י י¿ ƒי ֲאדֹנ ƒהּוָדה ַוּיֹאֶמר ּב ׁ̆ ֵאָליו י¿ ּגַ ƒַוּי

EILECHA IS A UK-BASED ORGANIZATION FOCUSED ON CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND EXPERIENTIAL
EDUCATION IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND BEYOND. THROUGH CLASSES, CONTENT, EVENTS, TRIPS, AND EXPERIENCES, EILECHA
AIMS TO FOSTER AN AUTHENTIC JEWISH EXPERIENCE THAT IS DEEP, PASSIONATE, SINCERE, JOYOUS, HEALTHY, AND EMINENTLY
RELEVANT, CHARTING A COURSE "EILECHA", TOWARD A VIBRANT LIFE LIVED IN THE WARMTH OF HASHEM'S EMBRACE. 
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T H I S  W E E K ' S  E D I T I O N  I S  S P O N S O R E D :

לרפואה שלמה: יוסף משה בן דינה מרים

SOMETIMES, SALVATION REQUIRES NOTHING
MORE THAN A SHIFT IN PERSPECTIVE: HASHEM

IS BEHIND ALL MASKS.
.
 

- Rav Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz zy"a

THE MEI HASHILOACH sees the episode of Yosef’s

revelation to his brothers as embodying a very deep

idea.

Reading the episode of Yosef and his brothers in the

Torah, we are granted an overarching perspective the

Shevatim couldn’t have possibly conceived of. Our

knowledge of the joyous resolution to this difficult time

with Yosef’s revelation and the family’s reunion makes

it easier to read the difficult events of Mikeitz and the

troubles the Shevatim had to endure. However,

experiencing the events as they unfolded, the Shevatim

weren’t blessed with this perspective. They had no idea

that the Egyptian ruler who seemed to be tormenting

them was in fact Yosef, their long-lost brother for whom

they so desperately longed. The incredible pain the

brothers experienced over the proceedings and the

prospect of losing more members of their holy family is

simply inconceivable. There seemed to be no way out! 

And yet with Yosef’s tear-washed declaration, “Ani
Yosef”, everything turned around, in a single moment.
The complex situation in which they thought they had
been so hopelessly entangled, together with all of the
various opinions, positions, and conversations regarding
how to best proceed simply vanished into thin air, never
to be thought about again. 

The Ishbitzer says that when a Jew experiences any sort
of pain and difficulty, it is important to remember this
story and take strength. One day soon it will be revealed
that Hashem was behind every mask. On that great day
it will become clear that we were never truly in danger,
that everything was always for the best, and that the
salvation was hidden within the trouble itself.



After Yosef reveals his true identity to his brothers and reunites with Binyamin after 22 years, the Torah states: 
אָריו׃ (ברא˘י˙ מה:יד) ּוָ ַ̂ Œָכה ַעל ן ּבָ ƒָימ נ¿ ƒּך¿ ּוב ב¿ יו ַוּיֵ ƒָאחŒן ƒָימ נ¿ ƒאֵרי ב ּו¿ ַ̂ Œּפֹל ַעל ƒַוּי

Rashi (ref. Megillah 16b) explains that the brothers each cried for the destruction that would take place in the other's territory;
Yosef for the two Batei Mikdash in Binyamin’s territory, and Binyamin for the Mishkan of Shiloh in Yosef’s (Ephraim's) territory.

Why did Yosef and Binyamin cry for the other? The Rebbe explains that if you see destruction in a portion of your own
territory/life, then you can try to do something and try to fix it. But if you see destruction in someone else's territory/life that
needs fixing, then it's much harder to help. The pain of the inability to help the other is why the brothers weep for one another.

The Tachlis of Avodas Hashem is not to be perfect, rather it's to recognize our shortcomings and believe that Hashem has
given us the ability to improve and the tools to fix those issues. The neshama's greatest simcha is to be engaged in fixing. 
By 'rebuilding the BHMK' in our own lives - recognizing what needs fixing and utilizing our neshamos to fix it - we draw
ourselves, and the world at large, ever closer to ushering in the time of the supreme rebuilding and ultimate redemption.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe wonders why the pasuk specifically states that the brothers cried on each other's necks.

There is a connection between the Beis HaMikdash (BHMK) and the neck. [Shir HaShirim has many allusions to the neck].
Part of Moshe's bracha to Binyamin (Devarim 33:12): ֵכן ֵתָפיו ׁשָ The Shechinah will "rest (in the BHMK) between his - וֵּבין ּכְ
shoulders", i.e., the neck. Just like the neck is the high part of the body, so too the BHMK is the high part of Eretz Yisrael.
The brothers cried upon each other's literal necks, but also about the figurative necks, i.e., the BHMK and the Mishkan.

But the neck is not the highest part of body! Why isn't the Beis HaMikdash analogized to the head? 

The human body has two main parts: (1) The head - where all ideas come from and is the "headquarters" for all of the body's
activities, closely connected with the pure neshama; and (2) the body - controlled by the head and often requires refinement.

The neck bridges the head and the body.

The fact that the BHMK isn't analogized to the head tells us something about the Mikdash:
It's not just a holy place, far beyond our typical settings; it's a bridge, connecting the pristine with parts that are less pristine.
 BHMK symbolizes constantly and actively utilizing the gift of the neshama, not reserving it only for  "spiritual" moments.

Binyamin - representing the Mikdash and the neck - is at the center of the reunion of Yosef and Yehuda:

Yosef Yehuda

Body. Yesod - foundation. Head, neshama. Malchus - leadership.

Body enters world to be fixed, to be positively influenced.
Allows the head to repair it.

Neshama enters world to fix, to positively influence.
Engages in repairing the body.

The neck is the linchpin; it brings harmony and repair from the head into the body, both being incomplete without the other. 
The BHMK's function is to help us recognize a problem that requires fixing and reminds us we have the innate ability to fix it.

Without the physical BHMK, we use the bridging power of the neck to mend the rift that exists between the two parts of
ourselves to open a pathway for the neshama to express itself, fulfilling its purpose to fix and uplift the body.
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Based on a teaching of the Lubavitcher Rebbe zy"a

Sticking Out Our Necks


