
ONE OF THE foundational ideas of Judaism is that this lifetime is

merely a preparation for the next, “This world is a hallway before the

ballroom of the World to Come”. We are tasked with focusing our

energies on connecting with Hashem through His Torah and the

dictates of halacha, allowing them to elevate our lives and transform

them into vessels for holiness.

But it is easier said than done. This world is replete with forces that

seek to drag us down and sully our connection to a world beyond.

Physical desires, mundane responsibilities, and the stresses of daily

life get in the way of our spiritual pursuit and make it difficult to

maintain an elevated awareness of our divine mission. This, too, is part

of the plan – enabling us to earn the tremendous reward Hashem has

in store for those who make the right choices, despite how difficult it is

to do so. We are taught that Hashem doesn’t give a person a test that

he can’t handle. Our situation in life is tailor-made for our unique

capability to overcome the particular difficulties with which we are

faced and to use them as stepping stones to loftier modes of

existence. No matter what yetzer hara, struggle, trauma or difficulty we

may face, each and every Jew has the ability to perform what the

tzaddikim referred to as “אתכפיא”, suppression – to subdue and

obliterate the obstacles that lie in his or her way to personal realization

and connection with our Father in heaven.

But there is a higher level as well. In addition to “אתכפיא”, the tzaddikim

taught of an even greater strategy when it comes to spiritual,

emotional, and physical difficulties: “אתהפכא”, transformation.

Chazal explain that when the Torah teaches that we must serve

Hashem “בכל לבבך”, with all of our heart, it means “בשני יצריך”, with both

the yetzer tov and the yetzer hara. It is within the Jew’s power not only

to subdue the negative forces in his life but to transform them by

elevating them to the realms of holiness. When we channel our impure 

passions into a burning love for Hashem and desire to connect with

Him or utilize mistakes of the past to learn valuable lessons for the

future, we are serving Hashem with all elements of our lives – even

those that stem in the negative realm of the yetzer hara. The tzaddikim

attain this lofty level of avodas Hashem by constantly reminding

themselves of their mission in this fleeting world, never for a second

losing touch with the urgency of their task and the clarity necessary to

emerge successful. After many years of maintaining this awareness,

they succeed in transforming the yetzar hara and elevating it to the

side of kedusha.

In this week’s parsha, Yaakov Avinu sends a message to Eisav, saying,

ה“ י ָוֵאַחר ַעד־ָעּתָ ְרּתִ I dwelt with Lavan and remained until“ ,”ִעם־ָלָבן ּגַ

now.” The Noam Elimelech sees a deeper meaning. The word ָלָבן, while

referring to Yaakov’s uncle, can be translated as “white”, connoting

purity. When switched around, its letters spell the word “נבל”,

“repulsive”.

Yaakov tells Eisav, “I have succeeded in transforming the :”ִעם־ָלָבן“

yetzer hara from ‘נבל’ to ‘לבן’, from impure negativity to a holy force”.

י“ ְרּתִ ,The way I accomplished this was by focusing on my mission“ :”ּגַ

always reminding myself that I am merely sojourning in this life – just

passing through.” “ה ,This process was a long one“ :”ָוֵאַחר ַעד־ָעּתָ

spanning many years of hard work and sacrifice.”

Here’s to a lifetime of transformation! 

THE CONSTANT AWARENESS THAT WE ARE
STRANGERS IN THIS WORLD ENABLES US TO SUCCEED

IN OUR MISSION TO TRANSFORM AND ELEVATE ALL
OF THE NEGATIVE FORCES IN OUR LIVES.

 - The Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk zy"a
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The Berditchover Rav teaches that there are two levels of ovdei Hashem. The first is a Jew
who feels very strongly connected with Hashem when engaged in overtly spiritual activities
such as davening, studying Torah, or doing an act of chessed. However, he finds that when
involved in mundane matters - his day-to-day obligations - he is cut off from experiencing
Hashem's Presence. The second kind of Jew, the quintessential tzaddik, is one who comes to
see all of life as an opportunity for an encounter with the Divine. Even in his everyday
conversations and activities, he remains conscious of Hashem and connected to the deeper,
spiritual plane that resides beyond the façade of the natural world. 

This, explains the tzaddik, is what the angel was telling Yaakov Avinu: י ְמָך ּכִ לֹא יֲַעקֹב יֵָאֵמר עֹוד ׁשִ
ָרֵאל It is clear that even while engaged with the mundanity of living, you do not - ִאם־ִיׂשְ
become entrenched there (עקב), but rather remain conscious of a deeper reality (,(לי ראש
ִריָת ִעם־ֱאלֹקים י־ׂשָ ים  ,because whether you are engaged in a spiritual act - ּכִ or - ְוִעם־ֲאָנׁשִ
engaged in the mundane world of human considerations, ַוּתוָּכל - your awareness of and
connection with Hashem remains constant and ever-present. 

And he said, “Your name
shall no longer be Yaakov,
but Yisrael, for you have
striven with beings divine
and human and have
prevailed.”

The angel said to Yaakov that no longer  
 would anyone claim that Yaakov had
taken the berachos with trickery (alluded
to by the name "Yaakov"), but rather he
has them rightly and openly (alluded to
by the name "Yisrael"). Additionally, the
name "Yisrael" alludes to sight: in
emerging victorious over Eisav's angel
(and thus joining his ranks), Yaakov had
triumphed over Eisav's attempt at
blinding his eyes to Hashem's Presence
in the world. Indeed, he had striven with
an angel and with men - Eisav and Lavan -
and prevailed.

B E R E I S H I S  3 2 : 2 9 R A S H I ,  S E F O R N O ,  K L I  Y A K A R K E D U S H A S  L E V I

ONLY PASSING THROUGH 

ּוָכל׃ ּ̇ ים ַו ƒ ׁ̆ םŒֲאָנ ƒע לֹ˜ים ו¿ םŒא¡ ƒע ָ̇ י ƒר ָׂ̆ Œי ƒָרֵאל ּכ ¿ׂ̆ ƒיŒם ƒי א ƒָך ּכ מ¿ ƒ ׁ̆ ַוּיֹאֶמר לֹא ַיֲע˜ֹב ֵיָאֵמר עֹוד 
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"ויותר יעקב לבדו - אמר רבי אלעזר שנשתייר על פכין קטנים"
The Gemara in Chullin 91a explains that Yaakov found himself alone, setting the stage for his famous struggle with an angel,

because he had to return to his prior campsite to retrieve a number of small pitchers he left behind. 

The Me'or Einayim teaches that Yaakov's struggle is far more than an isolated incident or a simple wrestling match. 
Rather, the confrontation is a symbol of the Jewish nation's struggle that persists throughout human history.

ַחר" ָ .is a hint to struggles in times of exile that continue until the dawn of the Final Redemption "ַויֵָּאֵבק ִאיׁש ִעּמֹו ַעד ֲעלֹות ַהׁשּ

In our imperfect world that contains no shortage of challenges, it can be difficult to think beyond ourselves, our families,
and our communities. Health, sustenance, general safety, etc. are understandably prominent concerns in our lives. 
Yaakov teaches us to gaze beyond our limited perception of today, and consider future generations; not only to pray that
our progeny enjoy tranquil lives, but also that those future neshamos find their purpose in the ideals and beauty of Torah.

The Torah we learn and teach shouldn't be stale, rather we
pray for open eyes to "perceive the wonders" of Torah.

ָך: ֶ̇ ֹוָר ּ̇ ƒָלאֹו˙ מ פ¿ ƒיָטה נ ƒַאּב ל ֵעיַני ו¿ ּגַ

The mitzvos we perform shouldn't feel like chores or a way of
life, rather an "eternal heritage" and "delight of [our] hearts".

ה: י ֵהּמָ ƒּב ƒֹון ל ׂ̆ ¿ׂ̆ י  ƒעֹוָלם ּכ יָך ל¿ ֶ̇ ֺו י ֵעד¿ ƒּ̇ ָנַחל¿

Finally, Yaakov reminds us that geulah is not an event, rather geulah is a process; every day we can move closer to personal
and national redemption, and this requires patience, heartfelt tefilla, commitment, and a broad view of our history and destiny.

Based on Yaakov's experience, Rav Kluger identifies two types of avodah in our lives that require focus:

Current existential concerns & physical well-being

י ֵמֵעיָני ƒ̇ ָנ ¿ ׁ̆ ד  ּדַ ƒּ̇ ָלה ַו י¿ ּלָ ַרח ּבַ ֶ̃ י חֶֹרב ו¿ ƒי ַבּיֹום ֲאָכַלנ ƒ̇ י ƒָהי
Future generations' faithfulness & spiritual welfare

ַחר ָ ּׁ̆ ּמֹו ַעד ֲעלֹו˙ ַה ƒע ׁ̆ י ƒָאֵב˜ א ַוּיֵ

This avodah appears in the text in last week's parsha (31:40),
where Yaakov describes what he endured under the harsh

conditions with Lavan (scorching heat, frost, sleepless
nights); this alludes to the existential threats we face in exile.

In Vayishlach, Yaakov's avodah is his return for the jars of oil
and his confrontation with the angel; they are a form of

prayer and battle for the neshamos of future generations.
In Rav Kluger's words: לוּת ֶעְליֹוָנה ּכְ ה and ִהְסּתַ ֻאּלָ .ֲעבֹוַדת אֹור ַהּגְ

Yaakov crosses over the Yabbok River with his family to
escort them and their possessions to safety (32:23-24).

The very next pasuk informs us of the more elevated and
forward-focused avodah that Yaakov engages in...

Yaakov prays for the spiritual health of our future; we too
pray for all Jews to have "fleshy" hearts that are open to

avodas Hashem. ָרֵאל requires each generation to ִנְצִחיּוּת ִיׂשְ
cultivate its inner kedusha to mold the nation's future identity.
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Based on a teaching of Rav Avraham Tzvi Kluger shlit"a in אשיחה בחוקיך

Securing a Bright Future

Given the gravity of this encounter, the pitchers Yaakov collected have enormous symbolism. The pitchers contained oil, per
the Midrash. Oil is associated with חכמה (Bava Basra 25a) - knowledge that facilitates connection and yichud with Hashem. 

Oil is an immiscible liquid - it rises to the top and does not mix with nearby substances; it has the quality of floating.
Oil is also used in the Mikdash to light the fires of the Menorah that illuminated the Mikdash for all to see.

Yaakov returned for these pitchers of oil because they symbolized qualities his offspring would need for the future:
(1) Not mixing (i.e., assimilating) with our surroundings and (2) being a righteous light for ourselves and others.  

1 2

תהילים קיט:יח

תהילים קיט:קיא


