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Awareness of our terminal experience of lack, and how much deeper
we can progress in our avodas Hashem regardless of the success we
may have already achieved, is a foundational prerequisite for
experiencing Hashem's presence. When we recognize that there is
always more to grow, always greater levels to strive for, we open our
hearts and souls up to Hashem, letting His Light filter through the
cracks of our broken heart. 

"Vayeira eilav Hashem..." - Each and every Jew is able to experience
a revelation of the Divine, "v'hu yosheiv pesach ha'ohel" - if he is
able to assume a "beginner's mind", seeing himself as always sitting
by the doorway, just starting to serve Hashem. 

"And Hashem appeared
to him in Eilonei Mamrei,
and he was sitting at the
opening of the tent in the
heat of the day."

Hashem came to be mevaker choleh, as
Avraham had his bris three days earlier,
having been advised by Mamrei with
regard to where on the body to perform
the bris as well as that the bris should
be performed publicly, with no
consideration payed to scorners.
Although Hashem had made it extremely
hot so that Avraham shouldn't be
bothered by guests coming by, Avraham
was sitting outside in attempt to find
guests to host, as well as to benefit
from the healing properties of the sun.
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MEKOR

ON THE SURFACE, THE WORD “MITZVAH” COMES
FROM THE WORD “TZIVUI”, COMMANDMENT. 

AT ITS CORE, IT DERIVES FROM THE WORD
“TZAVSAH”, CONNECTION.

 - Rav Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl

OUR PARSHA BEGINS with Hashem appearing to Avraham Avinu at
the opening of his tent. In the middle of this visit, three angels
disguised as Bedouin travelers stop by, and Avraham leaves Hashem
to attend to their needs. Before he does so, he asks Hashem not to
depart from the opening of the tent until he returns from taking care
of his guests, saying, “Al na sa’avor mei’al avdecha – Please do not
pass from upon Your servant.”

We are all familiar with the 613 mitzvos, Hashem’s divine guidelines
for His holy nation. The root of the word “mitzvah” is classically
understood to be “Tzivui”, commandment. But the Chassidic masters
teach that it also derives from the word “Tzavsah”, Aramaic for
“connection”. While, on the surface, the mitzvos are Hashem’s rules
for the Jewish people, laws and rituals we are obligated to heed,
there is a deeper element that is oftentimes missing from the
experience of observance – the aspect in which each mitzvah is a
portal to a world beyond, a glorious opportunity for the deepest
connection with our Father in heaven. Performed properly with the
joy born of holy consciousness and depth of understanding, the
mitzvos can allow a Jew to bind his or her soul to the Source of life,
illumination, and vitality and begin to experience the spirit of Gan
Eden that envelops them. (See Nefesh HaChaim 1:6,12)

Based on this understanding, the Meor Einayim says the most
amazing thing. When Avraham asks Hashem, “Please do not
pass from upon Your servant”, he isn’t simply asking Him not
to leave while he goes to take care of his guests. Rather he is
asking Hashem to come with him, yearning for his involvement
with the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim to not merely signify
the fulfillment of a “tzivui” – commandment, but the
fortification of “tzvasah” – connection. 

From the fact that Avraham was willing to break his overt
connection in the form of receiving the Shechinah for the
uncertain bond he hoped to attain through hachnasas orchim,
our Sages learn that hosting guests is even greater than
receiving the Shechinah; that mitzvos can provide a Jew with
an even greater level of connection with the Master of the
world than an overt encounter with Hashem’s presence.
However, this decision put Avraham at risk of falling into the
mindset which sees the mitzvah as a commandment alone. It
was for this reason that he needed to beg the Master of the
world, “Al na sa’avor mei’al avdecha – Hashem, please
accompany me in this mitzvah and allow me to experience
this act as the greatest level of intimacy with You.”

FROM COMMANDED TO CONNECTED

חֹם ַהּיֹום׃  חŒָהֹאֶהל ּכ¿ ַ̇ ב ּפֶ ֵ ׁ̆ הּוא יֹ ֵרא ו¿ ֵאלֵֹני ַממ¿ ָרא ֵאָליו ה' ּב¿ ַוּיֵ

EILECHA IS A UK-BASED ORGANIZATION FOCUSED ON CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND EXPERIENTIAL
EDUCATION IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND BEYOND. THROUGH CLASSES, CONTENT, EVENTS, TRIPS, AND EXPERIENCES, EILECHA
AIMS TO FOSTER AN AUTHENTIC JEWISH EXPERIENCE THAT IS DEEP, PASSIONATE, SINCERE, JOYOUS, HEALTHY, AND EMINENTLY
RELEVANT, CHARTING A COURSE "EILECHA", TOWARD A VIBRANT LIFE LIVED IN THE WARMTH OF HASHEM'S EMBRACE. 
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According to Rebbe Yosi b'rebbe Chanina on Berachos 26b, the Avos instituted tefillos; Avraham established Shacharis.
On two seperate dapim, the Gemara teaches two distinct lessons about tefillah using the same pasuk in Vayeira 19:27:

ם... ר ָעַמד ׁשָ קֹום ֲאׁשֶ ּבֶֹקר ֶאל ַהּמָ ּכֵם ַאְבָרָהם ּבַ וַיַּׁשְ

Berachos 26b Berachos 6b

Avraham gets up in the morning, and, based on the
Torah's usage of the word ָעַמד, the Gemara teaches

.Avraham arose/stood and davened ;אין עמידה אלא תפלה

Highlighting the word קֹום the Gemara teaches the ,ַהּמָ
concept of a makom kavua - a set place to daven. Avraham
returned to the same place where he previously davened.

What can we learn from the fact that the pasuk that teaches us simply to daven Shacharis is the very same pasuk from
which we learn about makom kavua? Why is it meaningful that we learn both instructions from the same pasuk?

Tefillah, by nature, requires constant return and repetition

The context of this pasuk is that Avraham had already davened for Sedom to be saved in the previous perek, but
Hashem did not oblige. Nevertheless, he awoke the very next morning, returning to the same spot to daven again. 
The yesod the Gemara is teaching us is that although sometimes we daven and don't see immediate results, we must
never become despondent if it seems the tefillah isn't answered. Instead, we should muster the strength to return to
tefillah, continue our dialogue with Hashem, and repeatedly reach out with heartfelt prayer and petition. 
The pasuk that teaches us to return to our makom is the very source for davening itself, to tell us that a foundation of
tefillah is the importance of returning to tefillah even if things don’t work out exactly how or when we want.
If/when we aren't able to experience an answer to our tefillos, we should have the perseverance and tenacity to keep
returning to our makom tefillah and never stop connecting and speaking to Hashem.
When we return to the avodah of tefillah/hisbodedus, we are channeling middas Avraham, encompassing all the tefillos
he expressed for Sarah to bear children, to save Sedom, etc., and that return is part of the very fabric of davening.

Every tefillah is heard, every attempt to connect is treasured 

ה׃ ְוַאְבָרָהם ָהיֹו ִיְהיֶה ְלגֹוי ּגָדֹול ְוָעצוּם ְוִנְבְרכוּ־בֹו ּכֹל ּגֹויֵי ָהָאֶרץ׃ ר ֲאִני עֹׂשֶ ה ֲאִני ֵמַאְבָרָהם ֲאׁשֶ בראשית יח:יז-יח: וַה' ָאָמר ַהְמַכּסֶ
R' Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l quotes the Dubno Maggid zy"a who asks: why is Avraham's destiny to become the forefather

of a "great and mighty nation" a reason for Hashem not to "conceal from Avraham" what He intends to do to Sedom? 

ה ר ֲאִני עֹׂשֶ ה ֲאִני ֵמַאְבָרָהם ֲאׁשֶ ַהְמַכּסֶ ְוַאְבָרָהם ָהיֹו ִיְהיֶה ְלגֹוי ּגָדֹול ְוָעצוּם

Hashem doesn't conceal His plans from Avraham because
that would deny Avraham the chance for heartfelt tefillos...

...and all those heartfelt tefillos would eventually have great
utility for the nation destined to emerge from Avraham.

Hashem knew Sedom could not be redeemed. He also knew that Avraham would fervently daven for the city, regardless.
Although Avraham wouldn't succeed in that particular endeavor, his heartfelt prayers would impact and affect the future;

Avraham's tefillos might not achieve his immediate objective, but they would one day bring immense bracha to his children.
 

Every tefillah is collected in the treasury of Hashem. Not one tefillah goes unheard or unanswered.
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Tefillah on Repeat


