
LOOKING BEYOND THE SURFACE OF THE
CHALLENGES WE FACE, WE WILL FIND THE

LOVING PRESENCE OF HASHEM.
 - Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov zy"a
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The Ishbitzer Rebbe explains that with the word "ְרֵאה", Yitzchak is beseeching
Hashem in prayer. Yitzchak was begging Hashem: "ִני Master of the :"ְרֵאה ֵריַח ּבְ
world, may the sweet-smelling holiness of my son not remain a secret. Let his
glory be seen by everyone, perceptible to all.” 

Far beyond any other identifying characteristic such as age, background,
occupation, temperament, or physical location, it is the scent of Gan Eden that
accompanied Yaakov Avinu that sits at the innermost core of the Jewish soul.
Unfortunately, this scent is not always perceived; not by others, and,
increasingly, not even by ourselves! This tefillah of Yitzchak is becoming more
relevant by the hour; "ִני may Hashem grant each and every Jew the ,"ְרֵאה ֵריַח ּבְ
ability to recognize the holiness within himself and his fellow Jews as well
enabling the world to perceive the heavenly truth and grace of the Torah!

And he said, "See,
the smell of my
son is like the
scent of the fields
that Hashem has
blessed."

Surprised, Yitzchak expressed
wonderment that even though the
clothes smell as he expected them
to smell - like the fields where Eisav
hunted, especially seeing as the
trees were then in bloom (it was
springtime) - he also sensed the
scent of Gan Eden. This scent
increased the joy he felt as a result
of the food and wine, and this
enabled the Shechinah to dwell upon
him so he could bless his son. 
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ALONG THE PATH toward closeness with our Source, obstacles,

difficulties, and challenges abound. The moment we resolve to return

to the Master of the world, the yetzer hara gets right to work, making

use of an endless number of strategies to distract us from what we

truly want and knock us off course. These troubles are sourced in

Middas HaDin, Hashem’s trait of Harsh-Judgement, which highlights

past mistakes that render us unworthy to receive the great gift of

spiritual success. Because Hashem is “Oheiv mishpat”, a lover of

justice, He is compelled to make it more difficult for us to reach our

goals, in accordance with the strict ruling of Middas HaDin.

However, in addition to being an “Oheiv mishpat”, our Sages teach

that Hashem is also “Oheiv amo Yisrael”, a lover of His people, am

Yisrael. Rebbe Nachman of Breslov writes that Hashem’s love for am

Yisrael is far greater than His love of justice. Therefore, the tzaddik

teaches that although He must permit the Satan to arrange obstacles

along the path to His embrace, His overpowering love for am Yisrael

compels Hashem to hide Himself within these challenges. While, on

the surface, the obstacles we encounter may appear to be

impassable, we are able to find Hashem concealed within these very

challenges, giving us the strength to overcome and rooting us on – if

we only have the wisdom to look. The implication of Hashem’s

presence in the difficulties we meet in attempting to serve Him is that

when we search for Him within the pain and despair and find the

strength to carry on, the obstacle itself is transformed into an aid,

helping us proceed to ever higher levels. When we realize that that Ha-

shem is specifically hiding within those places that appear to be most

absent of His presence, every wall becomes a door, every fence

becomes a ladder, and every boulder becomes a stepping-stone,

enabling us to grow closer to our goal. (See Likutei Moharan 115)

Commenting on the verse, “He calls out to me from Se’ir” (Yeshayahu

21:11.), Chazal comment, “If a person asks you, ‘Where is your God,’

answer him, ‘In the largest Metropolis of Rome.’” (Talmud Yerushalmi,

Taanis 1) Rebbe Nachman sees this passage as conveying an important

message: Hashem is specifically to be found in those places we

assume are most devoid of His Presence. From the depth of Roman

hedonism and perversity, Hashem calls to the Jewish soul, encouraging

us to persevere and cling to holiness.

Perhaps we may suggest, based on a teaching from Kedushas Levi,

that the root of this model is to be found in our parsha. Rav Levi

Yitzchak of Berditchov teaches that when Yaakov Avinu disguised

himself in Eisav’s clothing to receive his father’s blessing, this action

sparked a spiritual revolution. From that time onward, any Jew who

encounters an “Eisav” in the form of an obstacle, difficulty, challenge,

disappointment, or failure, can look past the surface – for it is only a

facade. Hashem calls to us from the Metropolis in Rome (a nation

descendant from Eisav); the garments of Eisav are only a disguise. If we

have the wisdom to search, it is possible to find the sweet

encouragement of Yaakov Avinu hiding underneath, granting us the

strength to survive, overcome, and thrive.

BEYOND THE DISGUISE
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The Ishbitzer Rebbe zy"a, in his Mei HaShiloach vol. 1, points out that Yitzchak and Moshe were opposites:

Yitzchak: Failing eyesight, never leaves Eretz Yisrael. Moshe: Perfect eyesight, never enters Eretz Yisrael.

As Yitzchak aged, his eyes became weaker.
ְכֶהיןָ ֵעיָניו ֵמְראֹת. [בראשית כז:א] י ָזֵקן ִיְצָחק ַוּתִ  וְַיִהי ּכִ

Until the moment he passed, Moshe's eyes did not weaken. 
מֹתֹו לֹא ָכֲהָתה ֵעינֹו. [דברים לד:ז] ָנה ּבְ ִרים ׁשָ ן ֵמָאה ְוֶעׂשְ ה ּבֶ וּמׁשֶ

Yitzchak is explicitly forbidden from traveling to Egypt.
Yitzchak remains in Eretz Yisrael his entire life.

Moshe is born in and lives in Egypt.
Moshe is forbidden from entering Eretz Yisrael.

What can we learn from these giants, who seem to have lived completely opposite experiences?

Perhaps both can be viewed as paradigms with respect to (1) how we view our fellow man, and (2) relate to Eretz Yisrael:

Viewing other people: 

Belief that unseen potential can be actualized Faith that observable, negative conduct can be repaired

Despite Eisav's flaws, Yitzchak believed in his potential and
wanted to bless him, hoping to steer him on the proper path. 
The Midrash says Eisav asked questions about halacha. The
Ishbitzer explains that Eisav wasn't trying to trick him, rather he
was trying to find favor in his father's eyes so that he would
pray for him to have knowledge and find the proper path:

Without the ability to observe all of Eisav's actions, Yitzchak
maintained belief in Eisav's potential, which is not something
that can be perceived with the human eye, rather must be felt.

With great clarity, Moshe saw Bnei Yisrael's behavior during and
following slavery in Mitzrayim; some was positive (Pesach, shiras
hayam, na'aseh v'nishma, etc.) and some was disastrous (constant
complaining, Eigel HaZahav, Meraglim, Mei Meriva, etc.). 
Nevertheless, Moshe constantly defends the people and begs
Hashem to be merciful. He cares deeply for the nation that
challenged him so often and demonstrates that he harbors no
resentment by graciously teaching and empowering Yehoshua to
lead Bnei Yisrael into the land where Moshe would never set foot. 
Moshe believed in our potential and in the power of teshuva,
despite our repeated disappointing actions.

Relating to Eretz Yisrael: 

Steadfast commitment to enhancing present realities Unwavering yearning for a future ideal

Yitzchak does not break new ground - neither literally nor
figuratively; he (twice) digs the same wells as his father.
He remains deeply committed to his father's mission,
intensifying the revelation of Elokus that Avraham "uncovered" in
the world and ensuring its continuity. 
Digging wells can also be viewed as a form of yishuv ha'aretz;
taking existing land and finding resources that improve it.
Yitzchak ensures and bolsters the greatness of Avraham's life's
work. He doesn't leave the Promised Land. He stands guard,
building and refining it, both during unpleasant conflict (with
shepherds of Grar), and in times of prosperity.

Moshe is told to use his eyes to gaze upon a land he cannot enter: 

So close, yet so far; for much of Jewish history, this was reality -
we knew Eretz Yisrael existed, we could see pictures, read about
its beauty in Tanach, but it remained largely unattainable. 
We live in a time when our land is far more accessible, albeit
under imperfect conditions. Whether we are privileged to live in
Israel or not, we yearn to be in her warm embrace and pray for the
perfection of her potential. Like Moshe, we look to the land - the
way it was, the way it is now - and we thirst for the actualized
descriptions of what the land will be in its ideal state.

Perhaps Yitzchak Avinu and Moshe Rabbeinu were not so different, but emerged from different perspectives. In varied ways, they
teach their progeny about hope, strength, faith in teshuva, nuance, and the importance of seeing beyond the surface.  
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Based on a teaching in Mei HaShiloach

The Discerning Eyes of Yitzchak & Moshe

"שדעת עשו היה ליפות את עצמו לפני אביו כדי שישא חן בעיניו
למען יתפלל עבורו להש"י שיתן חכמה בלבו..."

ן ַהזֶּה.  י לֹא ַתֲעבֹר ֶאת ַהיְַּרּדֵ ה ְוָצפָֹנה ְוֵתיָמָנה וִּמְזָרָחה וְּרֵאה ְבֵעיֶניָך ּכִ א ֵעיֶניָך יָּמָ  ...ְוׂשָ


