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In this week’s parsha, the pasuk states, 
“And if a Levi comes from one of your 
cities out of all Israel where he dwells, he 
may come whenever his soul desires to the 

place Hashem will choose, and he may serve in the name of Hashem, 
his God.” 

The holy Ishbitzer Rebbe focuses in on the words “Hashem Elokav”, 
“His God”, wondering about the exclusionary implication of this 
phrase. Is “his God” not our God as well? The tzaddik says the most 
amazing thing.

On a deeper level, the term Levi may refer to any Jew who becomes 
inspired to seek Hashem and a life lived in alignment with the values 
of the Torah. The Torah is referring to a Jew who journeys from the 
comfort of his materialistic lifestyle, compelled by the holy essence of 
“Yisrael” within to seek the true purpose of life and build a close and 
loving relationship with Hashem. Oftentimes, a person who draws 
near to avodas Hashem from a spiritually distant place maintains an 
immature and even incorrect definition of Hashem. Never having 
progressed past a grade-school understanding, his perception of 
what we mean when we refer to “Hashem” is childlike and basic. As 
Rebbe Nachman famously told one of the Maskilim during a game of 
chess, “The God you don’t believe in - I don’t either believe in.” It 

will take much study, contemplation, and experience for this Jew to 
attain a broader and deeper understanding of Hashem’s greatness 
and the spiritual structure of creation.

However, the Torah is teaching us that no matter how simpleminded 
and even improper this Jew’s understanding of Hashem is, it 
is imperative that we draw him close regardless of his crippled 
perception and assist him in his quest in whatever way we can. In 
the words of the tzaddik, “This verse hints that we should never 
push away any Jewish individual who has a desire to be drawn after 
Hashem - even if his heart is not yet properly clarified.” We must 
go out of our way to accommodate, uplift, and nurture the spark of 
holiness within each and every Jew so that, with time, he will merit to 
attain a truer perception of Hashem. 

This, explains the Mei HaShiloach, is why the Torah uses the words 
“his God”. Hashem is teaching us that even if this searching Jew is 
removed from avodas Hashem to the point that his definition of God 
he is yearning to serve is not, in fact, synonymous with our own, even 
so, “he may come whenever his soul desires to the place Hashem will 
choose, and he may serve in the name of Hashem.” Our job is only 
to encourage him and provide the necessary support so that he will 
continue to progress and grow. 
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An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

An awakening to do teshuvah reaches us every day, originating in the Voice of Hashem that we heard 
together on Mount Sinai. That Voice declared, “I am Hashem, your G-d,” (Shemos 20:2) and, “You shall 
have no other gods before Me” (ibid. 20:3). This voice was inscribed on our hearts, and it brings about 
an awakening in us to repent each and every day. (Kedushas Levi, Chayei Sarah)

Once, when the Berditchever reached the words “Melech Rachaman shetashuv u’seracheim aleinu — Merciful King! We ask that You return once 
again, to have mercy upon us!” in the Mussaf prayers of yom tov, he went on to beseech Hashem on behalf of Bnei Yisrael, as was his custom. 
He said, “Shetashuv -Master of the world! You, too, need to do teshuva! What is Your teshuvah? How does G-d repent? “U’seracheim aleinu” - 
by having mercy upon us!” (Yalkut Kedushas Levi) 

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return

R שבת בו תשוב A V  T A L  M O S H E  Z W E C K E R

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.

“We must never push away a searching Jew whose shining “We must never push away a searching Jew whose shining 
soul seeks an expansive perception of Hashem. ”soul seeks an expansive perception of Hashem. ”

- Mei HaShiloach- Mei HaShiloach
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נצוצי אור

Sparks of 
Chassidus

“Hashem, in His great Mercy, sent Rashbi and all of the tzaddikim who were masters of Kabbalah “Hashem, in His great Mercy, sent Rashbi and all of the tzaddikim who were masters of Kabbalah 
and Chassidus to bring His Light to all the lowly places where His children have sunk and ignite and Chassidus to bring His Light to all the lowly places where His children have sunk and ignite 

the entire world with the elevated fire in their hand to the point that when a Jewish person the entire world with the elevated fire in their hand to the point that when a Jewish person 
looks at the world, he sees not a dead world, a contaminated world, but rather the Golden looks at the world, he sees not a dead world, a contaminated world, but rather the Golden 

Menorah of Hashem’s candles upon which dance the sparks of His torch and illuminate every Menorah of Hashem’s candles upon which dance the sparks of His torch and illuminate every 
dark place and dimmed eyesight.”dark place and dimmed eyesight.”

- Rav Kaloynimus Kalman Shapira of Piacezna Hy”d- Rav Kaloynimus Kalman Shapira of Piacezna Hy”d

THIS WEEK’S EDITION OF 
SHABBOS MALKESAH IS GRACIOUSLY 

SPONSORED

To sponsor this weekly Torah publication, 
assist in distributing this newsletter in your 

community, or to send feedback or questions, 
please contact lpitorah@gmail.com.

In honor of the birth of 
Orah Miriam Klein

About The Lost Princess InitiativeAbout The Lost Princess Initiative
The first of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s legendary tales, “The Lost Princess”, tells of an epic quest to locate a 
princess abducted from the king’s palace and return her home. The Lost Princess is an iconic symbol for the soul, 
connection, and joy that have become lost in the personal and communal religious experience. In an age ripe for a 
spiritual renaissance, the Lost Princess Initiative is focusing a spotlight on building a deep and vibrant relationship 
with Hashem. Our mission is to provide a compass of inspiration and encouragement for a generation searching for 
the youthful spirit of connection, vibrancy, and passion through a diverse array of content and programs, using the 

life-changing teachings of our tzaddikim to guide us toward our goal.

Join thousands of Jews on a quest to rediscover the soul of our tradition!

Whatsapp “SUBSCRIBE” to (347) 391-8819 Lpitorah.org

In the sixteenth HaMeor SheBah, Rav Yoeli Klein explains that while we all await miracles for the 
salvation they will bring, the truth is that the most amazing thing about miracles is this that they 
contain messages from HaKadosh Baruch Hu, Hashem speaking to us. Moshe Rabbeinu was sent 
to take the Yidden out of Egypt, and in doing so he was given signs to perform to Pharaoh and 

the Jewish people. But more than the miraculous signs, there are deep messages to be learned from the signs themselves. Hashem is constantly 
giving the Torah to our holy nation. Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov explains that the miracles of Pesach are Hashem talking to us. If we listen 
closely, we will be able to receive advice and guidance from HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 

In truth, every single thing that a Yid does is Torah. Every single moment that he is walking, talking, drinking, eating, doing anything - everything 
contains within it Torah! Therefore, a Yid is never separated from the Torah. May Hashem help us to realize that He is talking to us in every 
single thing. 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series

K Y L E  Z A L D I Nאור חוזר

This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org.

In this section, we present brief translated passages from the seforim Hakedoshim regarding the Baal Shem Tov and 
his teachings on a variety of topics relating to avodas Hashem.   

The Baal Shem Tov would often explain the verse, “And you will 
turn and serve other gods” in the following way: Immediately after 
a person turns away from Hashem, he begins serving other gods. 
For the most important thing is for a person to understand that all 
of his strength and vitality comes from Hashem - the All-Powerful, 
All-Capable, Master of all energies - and that He is directing all of 
his movements. The moment one becomes distracted from this 
awareness, he becomes “one who serves other gods” - imagining 
powers outside of Hashem, for he has lost the awareness that all of 
his power comes from Hashem. (Meor Einayim, Shemos, Vayigash, 
and Re’eh)

Faith in Hashem is synonymous with dveikus-connection and 
represents the primary fulfillment. Faith leads one to trust Hashem 
in all circumstances, fostering a love of Hashem that compels one to 
serve Him. (Toldos Yaakov Yosef Eikev)

I heard a parable about a king who ruled over many lands. He 
wanted to know whether the subjects of his kingdom were serving 
him properly, and so he sent one of his servants to pose as a foreign 
king who sought to wage war against the kingdom. Some rose to do 
battle against him, while others surrendered, saying “He is a king, and 
we are only servants…” When the “king” entered a certain province 
that was filled with wise men, they contemplated the situation and 
realized that it was a ruse to test the subjects of the kingdom. They 
went out toward the “king”, explaining that they had understood his 
intentions. The servant appreciated their wisdom and went on his 
way.  The meaning of this parable, as I received from my master, is 
that when one focuses upon any pain that he experiences, whether 
physical or spiritual, if he realizes that Hashem Himself is within this 
pain - hidden behind the garment of his circumstances - this causes 
the garment to vanish and the pain is nullified along with any other 
harsh decrees. (Toldos Yaakov Yosef, Vayekhel) 


