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A large part of our holy Torah is made up 
of various stories which convey so many 
foundational pillars of our faith. Whether 
these are stories about tzaddikim like 

our forefathers or resha’im like Bilaam and Balak, there are always 
general messages and particular insights which emerge from these 
accounts. But the holy Berditchover tzaddik writes that even beyond 
the insights hiding beyond the surface, these stories are rooted in the 
deepest secrets of creation. Simple as they may seem at first glance, 
the tzaddikim revealed the incredible patterns of brilliant depth 
which shine forth from the exalted essence of these tales. Indeed, 
the Arizal teaches that one of the deepest and most significant topics 
in Kabbalistic thought, Shviras HaKeillim - the Shattering of the 
Primordial Vessels - is rooted in the Torah’s inconsiderable account 
of the eight Edomite kings at the end of parshas Vayishlach. In sefer 
Adir BaMarom, the Ramchal writes that the Arizal specifically chose 
these seemingly hollow verses as a source for this exalted doctrine 
to demonstrate the manner in which every story told in the Torah 
is saturated with the greatest meaning and significance. In truth, 
as Rebbe Nachman so often taught and embodied in his own 
storytelling, it is not despite the seeming simplicity of the story that 
these secrets are conveyed, but specifically because of it! Whereas 
communicating these secrets in standard verses of direct teaching 
and commandment would overwhelm a nation unready to receive 
such a great light in its stark revelation, the garments of the story 
allow for these secrets to slip into the Jewish heart, unnoticed, 
working their way into our sub-spiritual consciousness and silently 
bringing about great healing and elevation. 

Rav Levi Yitzchak points out that Sefer Devarim is the only of the 
Torah’s five books that does not contain any stories. While many of 
the episodes experienced by the Jewish nation on their trek through 
the desert are recounted, no new accounts are introduced. Instead, 
Sefer Devarim - studied daily by the holy Yid HaKadosh of Peshischa 
as the ultimate mussar sefer - is filled with clear and direct guidance 
to am Yisrael expressed in a lengthy speech, or several consecutive 
speeches, by Moshe Rabbeinu. What is the reason for this obvious 
departure from the other sefarim of the Torah? Why are there no 
stories in sefer Devarim? The tzaddik explains that after all am Yisrael 
had been through up until this point with so many cycles of failure 
and correction, they had now reached a level where stories were no 
longer needed. Whereas the previous generation had not yet built 
the spiritual vessels necessary to handle the tremendous illumination 
of the Torah’s overt guidance and the mysteries held within, the 
people about to enter the Holy Land had become purified to the 
point where they had the capacity to experience these teachings 
in a more direct manner. This, writes the tzaddik, is the reason this 
sefer opens with the words “Eileh HaDevarim.” Chazal teach that 
whenever the word “Eileh” is used, it comes to negate that which 
was previously mentioned. Therefore, the opening word of sefer 
Devarim may be seen as speaking to the uniqueness of its contents 
in relation to the previous sefarim. “Eileh” - posel es harishonim: the 
previous generations were unfit to receive the secrets of Torah in a 
direct manner. However, “hadevarim”: the generation that would 
enter the holy land was prepared to receive these messages in words 
rather than in stories. 

P A R S H A S  D E V A R I M
ISSUE #13 / 8 AV, 5780 / JULY 17TH, 2021 / מאור הפרשהח׳ ְּבָאב תשפ״א R ’  Y A A K O V  K L E I N

An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

During the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the Rebbe Reb Zisha 
sat and met with his congregants to bestow on them blessings and advice. The entire community of 
Anipoli stood waiting their turn for an audience with the Tzaddik, while the Rebbe sat in deveikus, 
a state of intense connection with the Creator. His eyes turned heavenward, as was his custom, and 

one of the assembled was seized with a sudden passion to repent. He began to sob loudly and, as one flame ignites another, soon the entire 
assembly was weeping as a great awakening had seized them all. The great Tzaddik seized the opportunity and raised his hands in supplication. 
He beseeched the Almighty, “Ribbono shel olam! Master of the world! Surely now is an auspicious moment for me to do teshuvah. But what can 
Zisha do? I have no strength to do teshuvah properly. So what can I do but to send you the letters that spell teshuvah, and You, Master of the 
world, shall join them together. Tav: ‘Tamim tiheyeh im Hashem Elokecha — Be sincere and faithful with Hashem, your G-d’ (Devarim 18:13). 
Shin: ‘Shivisi Hashem l’negdi samid — I have placed Hashem before me at all times’ (Tehillim 16:8). Vav: ‘V’ahavta l’rei’acha kamocha — Love 
your fellow as yourself’ (Vayikra 19:18). Beis: ‘Bechol derachecha da’eihu — Know Him in all your ways’ (Mishlei 3:6). Hei: ‘Hatznei’a leches im 
Elokecha — Walk modestly with your G-d’ (Michah 6:8). By these commands, Hashem, I will serve You!”This was the teshuvah of the Tzaddik, 
the Rebbe Reb Zisha of Anipoli. (Peulas Tzaddikim; Menoras Zahav, Shoftim) 

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return

R שבת בו תשוב A V  T A L  M O S H E  Z W E C K E R

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.

The stories in the Torah contain unfathomable secrets and impenetrable depth.The stories in the Torah contain unfathomable secrets and impenetrable depth.

- Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov zy”a- Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov zy”a
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In this section, we present brief translated passages from the seforim Hakedoshim regarding the Baal Shem Tov and 
his teachings on a variety of topics relating to avodas Hashem.   

1. In the midst of a talk on hashgacha pratis, the holy Rav Mordechai 
of Nadvorna zy”a recounted a teaching from the Baal Shem Tov. 
The holy Baal Shem said that when a wagon laden with straw 
travels along the path and a piece of straw falls from the back of 
the wagon, the exact spot where it will fall is decreed in heaven. 
The same applies when a leaf falls from the tree - it is decreed 
about each and every leaf, when it will become detached and 
where it will fall. One time, the Baal Shem Tov showed his 
students a leaf that had fallen. He told them to lift it, and when 
they did, they found a worm underneath. The Baal Shem told 
them that the worm had been pained because of the great heat, 

and so Hashem sent this leaf to fall upon it in order to provide 
shade. (Shaar HaOsiyos, Hashgacha Pratis #3)

2. The verse states, “Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem 
echad.” The meaning of the word “Echad” is that the entire 
world is filled with Hashem alone, for “His Glory fills the earth.” 
The primary intention is that a person should see himself 
as entirely nullified, recognizing that his essence is only the 
neshama which is a portion of Hashem on high. Thus, it emerges 
that there is nothing in the world except Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 
and one should focus on this that Hashem’s Glory fills the earth 
and that there is nothing devoid of Him. (Likkutim Yekarim 14) 

נצוצי אור

Sparks of 
Chassidus

“Until the Baal Shem Tov, even the purest love of Hashem was conceived only like the “Until the Baal Shem Tov, even the purest love of Hashem was conceived only like the 
love of a glorious king or a great sage. Maybe, in the best case, it was like the way one love of a glorious king or a great sage. Maybe, in the best case, it was like the way one 
loves a father. But the Baal Shem came and taught that one must love with a terrible loves a father. But the Baal Shem came and taught that one must love with a terrible 

thirst, a terrible burning, terrible suffering that fills the entire body in such a way that thirst, a terrible burning, terrible suffering that fills the entire body in such a way that 
no room for anything else remains.”no room for anything else remains.”

- Rav Hillel Zeitlin Hy”d- Rav Hillel Zeitlin Hy”d
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In the thirteenth HaMeor SheBah video, Rav Mordechai Kaplan taught that one of the greatest 
gifts and chiddushim that the Baal Shem Tov brought to the world is that a Jew can experience 
the light of Hashem inside of himself. Specifically with regard to the mitzvos, Reb Nosson writes 
in Likutei Halachos that “mitzvah” is connected to the Aramaic word for “connection” (‘tzavsa’) 

because every time a Jew does a mitzvah, he is opening up and connecting himself to the light of Hashem. An aveirah means to pass over 
(‘la’avor’) the opportunity to connect to the light of Hashem by refraining from doing a certain act.

Rebbe Nachman talks about the simchah of the mitzvah, not just doing the mitzvah but feeling the mitzvah, to experience the unification 
between Hashem and a Jew. The mitzvos are not some kind of symbolism or Jewish experience; they are HaKadosh Baruch Hu. That is the way 
Hashem opens and extends Himself to a Jew, through mitzvos. Hashem rejoices when we use the physical world to connect to Him. The Jew 
and HaKadosh Baruch Hu meet at this place of simchah, the simchah shel mitzvah.

When someone would give Reb Zusha of Anipoli something to eat, fulfilling the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim, he would kiss his hand. When 
asked why he did this, the tzaddik responded, “I want to kiss a cheftzah shel mitzvah.” Just as one kisses tefillin or tzitzis, one kisses a hand that 
gives, with the recognition that it is fulfilling the purpose of creation by serving as a vehicle of connection to our Source. 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series

K Y L E  Z A L D I Nאור חוזר

This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org.


