
A WEEKLY PROJECT OF THE LOST PRINCESS INITIATIVE

בס״ד

Lostprincessinitiative Lpitorah.org

Many of the tzaddikim explain the 
juxtaposition of the episode of 
the Meraglim and Korach’s rebellion by 
offering various reasons the sin of the 

spies served as the impetus for Korach’s complaint. The following 
is a particularly beautiful insight offered by R’ Shlomo Carlebach z”l.

Although we would all love to reach our spiritual goals with ease, 
we know this isn’t the way growth is achieved. Any effort in the 
way of holiness and closeness to Hashem is going to be rife with 
setbacks, errors, and obstacles - just like the viceroy’s journey in the 
story of The Lost Princess. Still, while the road to success passes 
through dark tunnels of failure, those very difficulties yield some of 
the greatest fruits. Lessons learned in the process of getting back 
up after a spiritual lapse are often the most impactful lessons we 
ever learn. In addition, having tasted the bitterness of failure, our 
appetite for the sweet flavor of success increases ten-fold, as Rebbe 
Nachman teaches, “All obstacles are only for the purpose of building 
up desire.”

On a basic level, the Meraglim did klal Yisrael a tremendous disservice 
by causing them to wander in the desert for an additional forty years 

before entering Eretz Yisrael. However, in truth, their grave error 
and the obstacle it caused paradoxically served to strengthen klal 
Yisrael’s collective desire for the Holy Land. By pushing off the entry, 
they created a greater vessel for the Jewish nation to fill with their 
yearning to finally step foot in the Promised Land. Moshe and Ahron 
understood that on the deepest level, the sin of the Meraglim had a 
positive outcome. They knew that the forty additional years of aimless 
wandering would succeed in deepening klal Yisrael’s connection with 
and commitment to the Land of the Soul. However, Korach was not 
able to see the value in this process at all. Korach believed nothing 
could possibly be gained from making a mistake. He thought that if 
he could only become the Kohen Gadol, he would take klal Yisrael 
into the land right away and nothing would be lost; the feeling would 
be just the same as entering Eretz Yisrael in another forty years.

The tzaddikim taught that the process of experiencing difficulties 
before achieving our spiritual growth is likened to a seed which must 
rot and disintegrate in the earth before taking root and beginning to 
push through the earth to the heavens above. Reb Shlomo explains 
that this is the reason Korach was swallowed by the earth. Because 
Korach didn’t believe that something positive could result from 
failure, he was buried in the earth like a seed whose growth process 
embodies this deeply counterintuitive reality. 

P A R S H A S  K O R A C H
ISSUE #8 / 2 TAMUZ, 5780 / JUNE 12TH, 2021 / מאור הפרשהב׳ ְּבַתּמּוז תשפ״א R ’  Y A A K O V  K L E I N

An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

The meaning of teshuvah is to return something to its origin. The source of all things is the attribute 
of Wisdom. For this reason, everyone must guard their wisdom and intellect from foreign, external 
influences - especially from negative, impure thoughts, because all sins are rooted in a blemished 
wisdom that is left unguarded. This is the primary form of teshuvah. (Likutei Eitzos)

True teshuvah is dependent on one’s heart, especially those thoughts that lie deep within one’s heart. Therefore, strengthen yourself to flee 
from negative thoughts and to think positively all the time. Focus on the goal of returning to Hashem and use your imagination to think up 
strategies and ways to help you repent. This will aid you in acquiring the secrets of Torah wisdom, for the Torah wisdom that you have acquired 
will be the primary delight that you will experience in the next world. (Likutei Eitzos) 

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return

R שבת בו תשוב A V  T A L  M O S H E  Z W E C K E R

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.

“Korach was swallowed by the earth to learn a lesson from plant life: just “Korach was swallowed by the earth to learn a lesson from plant life: just 
as the rotting of a seed enables it to sprout, so did the forty extra years as the rotting of a seed enables it to sprout, so did the forty extra years 

of wandering in the desert hold the benefit of increasing the Jewish nation’s of wandering in the desert hold the benefit of increasing the Jewish nation’s 
desire for the Holy Land.”desire for the Holy Land.”

- Reb Shlomo Carlebach- Reb Shlomo Carlebach
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This section contains a serialization of Rebbe Nachman’s iconic tale, The Lost Princess, the foundation text 
for the entire mission of LPI. R’ Yaakov Klein’s exploration of this tale, “The Story of Our Lives”, is now 
available in bookstores everywhere and on Amazon.com.

He said to him (the giant to the viceroy), “Further in the desert you 
will find my brother. He is in charge of all the birds. Perhaps they will 
know something, since they fly up high in the air; maybe they saw the 
mountain of gold and the palace of pearls. Go to him and tell him 
that I sent you.”

The viceroy searched for him for many years, until he again 
encountered a giant like the previous one. He, too, carried a great 
tree. The giant asked him all that the first one had. The viceroy told 
him his whole story and how the giant’s brother had sent him here. 
This giant began pushing him away as well, telling him that it certainly 
didn’t exist, but the viceroy remained adamant. He said to him (the 
giant to the viceroy), “I am appointed over all of the birds. I will call 
them, perhaps they know.” He called all the birds, and asked them 
all, from the smallest to the biggest. They answered that they did not 
know of this mountain or palace. “Now you can see for yourself that it 
doesn’t exist in the world. If you will listen to me, turn around and go 

back, for it doesn’t exist!” But the viceroy adamantly insisted, saying 
that it certainly did exist.

The giant said to the viceroy, “Further in the desert, you will find my 
brother. He is appointed over all of the winds which travel throughout 
the world. Maybe they know something.” The viceroy walked for 
many, many years until he found another giant, carrying a tree like the 
others. The giant asked him who he was, and the viceroy told him the 
whole story. Like the others, this giant tried to discourage him, but 
the viceroy stood his ground. The third giant said to the viceroy that 
he would call all of the winds of the world on his behalf and ask them. 
He called them, and they came. He asked them all, and they said they 
had never seen such a mountain or palace. The giant said: “Now you 
surely see that you have been led along by folly.” And the viceroy 
began to cry very greatly, saying, “I know with certainty that it exists.”

To Be Continued…

בדרך סיפרתי מעשה

The Tale of The 
Lost Princess (#8)

“I cannot exactly define what chassidus is. It is a light the Baal Shem “I cannot exactly define what chassidus is. It is a light the Baal Shem 
Tov kindled. A light by which we can find our way until Moshiach.”Tov kindled. A light by which we can find our way until Moshiach.”

- Rav Moshe Wolfson- Rav Moshe Wolfson

About The Lost Princess InitiativeAbout The Lost Princess Initiative
The first of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s legendary tales, “The Lost Princess”, tells of an epic quest to locate a 
princess abducted from the king’s palace and return her home. The Lost Princess is an iconic symbol for the soul, 
connection, and joy that have become lost in the personal and communal religious experience. In an age ripe for a 
spiritual renaissance, the Lost Princess Initiative is focusing a spotlight on building a deep and vibrant relationship 
with Hashem. Our mission is to provide a compass of inspiration and encouragement for a generation searching for 
the youthful spirit of connection, vibrancy, and passion through a diverse array of content and programs, using the 

life-changing teachings of our tzaddikim to guide us toward our goal.

Join thousands of Jews on a quest to rediscover the soul of our tradition!
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In the eighth HaMeor SheBah video, R’ Joey Newcomb introduced a deep Torah from the 
Kedushas Levi by presenting a beautiful analogy. One of the greatest things a child can do for his 
father is to approach him and say, “I want to give you something because I love you so much.” 
Imagine if a kid goes over to his father and asks for money. When the father rightfully asks why his 

son needs the money, he answers, “I want to buy you a present because I love you so much.” Could the father say no? How could he possibly 
say no?! Rav Dessler writes that when a person asks for ruchniyus and siyata d’shmaya, Hashem cannot say “No” - for this reason. This kind of 
davening is akin to a child asking money from his father for the purpose of buying something for him. The Chiddushei HaRim similarly writes 
that the words “Hakol biyedei Shomayim chutz m’yiras Shomayim - everything is in the hands of Heaven except for awe of Heaven,“ truly means 
that Hashem can say “Yes” or “No” to everything - except for yiras shamayim. When we ask for yiras Shomayim, something that will ultimate 
benefit Him, He is unable to refuse. He has to say “Yes.”

The Kedushas Levi writes in Parshas Vaeira that the ideal avodas Hashem is not for one’s own pleasure. Rather, we should strive to serve Hashem 
for the sake of Heaven - to benefit Hashem in revealing His presence in the lower realms. The question is raised: Why do we include personal 
requests in Shemoneh Esrei? It sounds simple, but it is so deep: When we are happy, Hashem is happy. He is our loving Father in Heaven. He 
wants the best for us. Even when it’s for us, it’s all for Him. 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series

K Y L E  Z A L D I Nאור חוזר

This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org.


