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In this week’s parsha, the pasuk states, 
“These are the offspring of Ahron and 
Moshe.” However, the pesukim only 
go on to list Ahron’s children, not the 

children of Moshe. The question begs: If Moshe’s children are not 
subsequently mentioned, why is his name mentioned in the verse? 
From here, Chazal derive a rule: One who teaches Torah to another 
person’s child, “Ma’aleh alav hakasuv k’ilu y’lado”, it is considered as 
if he fathered him. Since Moshe Rabbeinu taught Torah to Ahron’s 
children, they are considered to be his offspring as well.

The holy Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk zy”a says the most amazing 
thing. While on a simple level, Chazal are communicating to us the 
idea that when a person teaches Torah to another person’s son, it is 
considered as if he fathered that child, the ambiguity of the language 
our sages chose to use, “k’ilu y’lado”, hints to a deeper, more novel 
concept: When one teaches Torah to another person’s child, “k’ilu 
y’lado”, it is if the child fathered him! Because of the incredible 
gravity of teaching Torah, it is plausible that this person came to the 
world solely to fill this role as a holy educator. Therefore, this child is 
to his teacher what a father is to a son; he represents the premise of 
the rebbe’s existence, the very source of his life-force in this world.

This idea is exceedingly profound. The Radomsker tzaddik is teaching 
us that it is possible for a Jew to discover and engage in activities 
which touch the core of his existence and represent the very premise 
of his brief foray through the wilderness of this world. Each member 
of our holy nation has a sacred mission to fulfill, entirely unique 
and particularly suited to one’s upbringing, personality, challenges, 
and life circumstances. When we finally locate our mission by way 
of tefillah and deep introspection, we feel as Moshe Rabbeinu did 
when, in teaching Torah, he succeeded in revealing the core of his 
soul. It becomes clear to us that this activity has fathered us, that we 
have been sent from the supernal realms to this cold, dark world for 
the sole purpose of shining Hashem’s light in this unique way - a way 
nobody else could possibly hope to achieve. 

To be sure, this teaching demands that we make an honest 
assessment of our lives. Have we yet located our mission? Is there 
any particular avenue of holiness or unique spiritual activity that we 
perceive to be granting us life in this wondrous way? May Hashem 
grant us the siyata d’Shmaya to get in touch with our essential selves 
and live lives of passion, meaning, joy, vibrancy, and an abiding sense 
of fulfillment! 
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An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

The Mishnah in Avos (6:2) tells of a Heavenly voice, a “bas kol”, which calls out daily, urging us to 
repent and return to Hashem. The Toldos Yaakov Yosef writes that his master and teacher, the Baal 
Shem Tov, once asked, “What point is there in a daily heavenly voice that nobody ever hears?”

The Baal Shem answered that on High, where the heavenly voice originates, there are no words and there is no speech. There is only the 
spiritual realm known as “Olam HaMachshavah” — the universe of pure thought. Any thoughts a person has of repentance, any urges to return 
to Hashem and His path, are not truly his own. Rather, these feelings are an echo of the heavenly voice ringing out in the supernal realm of 
Thought above. Therefore, when a Jew has a thought of repentance, he is, in fact, hearing the bas kol! (Kesser Shem Tov)

Quoting from a letter that the Baal Shem Tov had written him, Rav Yaakov Yosef of Polonye wrote, “Do not overly engage in fasts and self-
mortification. Such practices lead to depression or anger. But the primary reason you should especially refrain from these practices is because, 
rather than improving your avodah, they will prevent you from studying Torah and serving Hashem properly.” (Ben Poras Yosef) 

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return

R שבת בו תשוב A V  T A L  M O S H E  Z W E C K E R

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.

“When we discover our unique mission in the world, it becomes clear “When we discover our unique mission in the world, it becomes clear 
that this mission is our “father” - the premise of our existence and that this mission is our “father” - the premise of our existence and 

the source of our vitality.”the source of our vitality.”

- Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk- Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk
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This section contains a serialization of Rebbe Nachman’s iconic tale, The Lost Princess, the foundation text 
for the entire mission of LPI. R’ Yaakov Klein’s exploration of this tale, “The Story of Our Lives”, is now 
available in bookstores everywhere and on Amazon.com.

The viceroy went and did what the princess had told him. On the 
final day, at the year’s close, he fasted and did not sleep. He rose and 
began heading toward the palace. He saw a tree with very beautiful 
apples. It was very desirable to his eyes, and he ate an apple. 
Immediately after eating the apple, he fell into a deep sleep, and he 
slept for a very long time.

The servant tried to shake him, but he would not wake. After some 

time, the viceroy awoke from his slumber and asked his servant, 
“Where in the world am I?” The servant told him what had happened. 
“You slept for a very long time — for many years. I survived by eating 
the fruit.” The viceroy was very upset at himself. He went to the 
palace and found the princess.

To Be Continued……

בדרך סיפרתי מעשה

The Tale of The 
Lost Princess (#4)

“The human soul relishes sensation; not only a pleasant feeling but simply the very “The human soul relishes sensation; not only a pleasant feeling but simply the very 
experience of stimulation - even if that sensation comes from depression or crying. One experience of stimulation - even if that sensation comes from depression or crying. One 

who is clever will fulfill this need with passionate prayer and Torah study. The soul whose who is clever will fulfill this need with passionate prayer and Torah study. The soul whose 
divine service is without passionate feeling will have to find its stimulation elsewhere: It will divine service is without passionate feeling will have to find its stimulation elsewhere: It will 

either be driven to cheap, even forbidden, sensation, or it will become emotionally ill from either be driven to cheap, even forbidden, sensation, or it will become emotionally ill from 
lack of stimulation.”lack of stimulation.”

- Rebbe Kloynimus Kalman Shapira of Piasezna zy”a- Rebbe Kloynimus Kalman Shapira of Piasezna zy”a

About The Lost Princess InitiativeAbout The Lost Princess Initiative
The first of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s legendary tales, “The Lost Princess”, tells of an epic quest to locate a 
princess abducted from the king’s palace and return her home. The Lost Princess is an iconic symbol for the soul, 
connection, and joy that have become lost in the personal and communal religious experience. In an age ripe for a 
spiritual renaissance, the Lost Princess Initiative is focusing a spotlight on building a deep and vibrant relationship 
with Hashem. Our mission is to provide a compass of inspiration and encouragement for a generation searching for 
the youthful spirit of connection, vibrancy, and passion through a diverse array of content and programs, using the 

life-changing teachings of our tzaddikim to guide us toward our goal.

Join thousands of Jews on a quest to rediscover the soul of our tradition!
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In the fourth “HaMeor SheBah” video, R’ Gedalya Fenster explained that in our generation, 
people are generally either approaching life or avoiding life - something Rebbe Nachman of 
Breslov spoke about many years ago. Based on a teaching from the Keshushas Levi, R’ Gedalya 
shared that our entire job in lifetime is to take the desires that we have, the desires that consume 

us, and to elevate them to Hashem. Counterintuitively, our highest potential is trapped within these desires! When we merit to channel these 
energies into a holy outlet, this brings about a tremendous arousal from Above.

The idea is to look around at the everyday things we see and to recognize that our cravings can go one way or the other. The difference 
between a physical craving and a spiritual craving is that a physical craving, as Rebbe Nachman says, is like trying to grasp a sunbeam in a dark 
room - it leaves you with nothing in your hand, nothing but shame and emptiness. However, when we take our cravings and say, “I wish I loved 
Hashem as much as I love to make money,” or, “I wish I loved Hashem as much as my desire for food,” we are able to actualize that craving in 
a way of holiness. Then, after a truly spiritual experience, a spark appears within - a spark that stays with us forever.

Hashem should bless us that we should be able to channel our cravings. Instead of craving toxicity, let’s start craving our Creator. Because the 
more physical we are, the less we are going to be content with in life. But the more spiritual we are, the happier we will be. 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series

K Y L E  Z A L D I Nאור חוזר

This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org.


