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Our parsha opens with a commandment 
directed to the Kohanim, warning 
them to stay far away from any corpse 
so they do not become impure. This 

commandment is specific to Kohanim, as the loftiness of their souls 
and their bond to the pure life-force of spirituality makes them 
particularly susceptible to damage by the impurity of death, an 
impurity born of the absence of this life-force and its spiritual presence. 
In introducing this prohibition, Hashem tells Moshe, “Speak to the 
Kohanim, the children of Ahron.” The tzaddikim wonder about the 
seeming redundancy in this verse. Everybody knows that Kohanim 
are the descendants of Ahron! Why, then, does the Torah need to 
include the words “the children of Ahron”, when it could have simply 
written “Speak to the Kohanim”!

The holy Berditchover Rav answers with an important thought. 
Because this particular commandment is founded upon the unique 
holiness of the Kohen’s soul, it can plausibly result in arrogance. 
Thinking about his special status, the Kohen may begin to grow 
proud. A spirit of haughtiness may fill his heart: “Look at how special 
I am!” He may think. “Out of the entire Jewish nation, Hashem chose 
me to eat holy foods which are forbidden to others! I am so spiritually 
elevated that mere contact with death, the absence of spirituality, 
renders me impure!” Over time, he may come to look down on his 
brethren, the Levi’im and Yisraeilim.

It was to protect against this sorry eventuality that Hashem prefaced 
this particular commandment with an important introduction. To the 
logical mind, it is obvious that an impressive line of yichus–pedigree 
is, alone, no reason for an individual to grow proud. It is only logical 
for a person to take pride in personal accomplishments, in effort and 
toil that resulted in hard-earned success. A well-known quip notes 
that yichus is a line of zeroes – entirely worthless unless a “one” is 
placed before it. If one has nothing to show for himself, there is no 
reason for him to grow proud because of yichus alone.

The Kedushas Levi explains that Hashem intended to send a message 
to the Kohanim in a bid to prevent them from growing arrogant over 
the special holiness implied by the commandment which follows. 
“Emor el haKohanim b’nei Ahron”, “Speak to the Kohanim, the 
children of Ahron”. With these words Hashem is reminding the 
Kohanim, “There is no reason for you to grow proud over your 
special status. This status is only a result of your being “b’nei Ahron,” 
of your having a prestigious lineage. It is no reason to grow proud 
without your building on it with personal effort. If you follow in the 
path of Ahron, your forefather who earned an elevated status due 
to his efforts, turning yourself into a “one”, the line of zeros that 
trail behind you will immeasurably enhance your success. If not, they 
remain detached from your experience and, like the zeros they are, 
remain entirely worthless.” 
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“Each individual has his own mission in life. Instead of relying “Each individual has his own mission in life. Instead of relying 
on the successes of previous generations, let’s create our own on the successes of previous generations, let’s create our own 

accomplishments, with the help of Hashem!”accomplishments, with the help of Hashem!”

- Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov- Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov

An Illuminating 
Parsha Insight 

“A tzaddik will blossom like a date palm and grow tall as a cedar” (Tehillim 92:13) This verse hints to 
two kinds of tzaddikim. Our Sages noted (Taanis 25b) that whereas the date palm is a fruit- bearing 
tree, the cedar does not produce fruits. So too, there are certain tzaddikim who are involved in bearing 
fruit — influencing others to do teshuvah and helping to produce more tzaddikim in this world, while 

there are other tzaddikim who are “tall as a cedar,” more focused on deveikus, attaching themselves to Hashem, but not as involved in 
influencing others.

This idea casts a unique light on our Sages’ teaching that, “In the place where the baal teshuvah stands, even the righteous cannot stand.” 
(Berachos 34b). The term “baal teshuvah” is usually interpreted to mean “penitent.” But we can also suggest that the first kind of tzaddik 
mentioned above may be referred to as a “baal teshuvah” as well - a Master of Return. For this tzaddik draws many away from sin and returns 
them to the path of Hashem. Because of this tzaddik, there is much teshuvah in the world. Chazal are hinting to us that this tzaddik’s reward 
is many times greater than that of the other kind of tzaddik, who, righteous as he is, does not seek to “bear fruit” and guide others onto the 
path of teshuvah. (Tzavas HaRivash) 

Excerpts from the Book, “Returnity.” To sign up for weekly emails, purchase seforim, sponsorship opportunities, and shiurim: chassidusonline@gmail.com.

Teshuvah Inspiration 
for the Day of Return
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This section contains a serialization of Rebbe Nachman’s iconic tale, The Lost Princess. This tale, explored 
in R’ Yaakov Klein’s book, “The Story of Our Lives”, serves as the foundation text for the entire mission 
of LPI. We hope you enjoy! Be sure to check out “The Story of Our Lives” to unravel the symbols in this 
epic story!

The viceroy traveled here and there for a long time through deserts, 
fields, and forests. He searched for her for a very long time. Finally, 
while traveling through the desert, he saw a path to the side, and 
thought it over. “Since I have traveled for so long in the desert and 
I cannot find her, let me follow this path. Perhaps it will bring me to 
an inhabited area.” And he walked for a very long time. After some 
time, he saw a castle. Many soldiers stood around it. The castle was 
very beautiful and neat, and the troops were very orderly. The viceroy 
was afraid that the soldiers would not let him enter. But he thought it 
over and said, “I will go ahead and try.” He left behind his horse and 

went to the castle. The soldiers didn’t stop him at all, and he went 
from room to room. Finally, he came to the main hall. There he saw 
the king sitting with the crown on his head. There were many soldiers 
there as well as musicians with their instruments before them. It was 
all very beautiful and pleasant. Neither the king nor anyone else 
asked him any questions. He saw delicacies and fine foods there and 
he stood and ate. Then he went lie down in a corner to see what 
would happen next.

To Be Continued… 

בדרך סיפרתי מעשה

The Tale of The 
Lost Princess (#2)

“Without question, the greatest challenge facing Jewry today is the lack of an emotional connection with the “Without question, the greatest challenge facing Jewry today is the lack of an emotional connection with the 
Borei Olam. This phenomenon spans all segments of our People, from the unaffiliated to the highly observant Borei Olam. This phenomenon spans all segments of our People, from the unaffiliated to the highly observant 
Lithuanian bnei Torah and even Chassidim. We must bring the neshama back to Yiddishkeit. Every Yid has to Lithuanian bnei Torah and even Chassidim. We must bring the neshama back to Yiddishkeit. Every Yid has to 

know Hashem loves him. Every Yid has to feel close to Him. Every Yid must learn to speak to Him.”know Hashem loves him. Every Yid has to feel close to Him. Every Yid must learn to speak to Him.”

- Rav Yitzchak Berkowitz- Rav Yitzchak Berkowitz

About The Lost Princess InitiativeAbout The Lost Princess Initiative
The first of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov’s legendary tales, “The Lost Princess”, tells of an epic quest to locate a 
princess abducted from the king’s palace and return her home. The Lost Princess is an iconic symbol for the soul, 
connection, and joy that have become lost in the personal and communal religious experience. In an age ripe for a 
spiritual renaissance, the Lost Princess Initiative is focusing a spotlight on building a deep and vibrant relationship 
with Hashem. Our mission is to provide a compass of inspiration and encouragement for a generation searching for 
the youthful spirit of connection, vibrancy, and passion through a diverse array of content and programs, using the 

life-changing teachings of our tzaddikim to guide us toward our goal.

Join thousands of Jews on a quest to rediscover the soul of our tradition!
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In the second “HaMeor SheBah” video, Rabbi Dovid’l Weinberg shared a few words from the 
Kedushas Levi in preparation for zman matan toraseinu, the chag of Shavuos. 

A house is a place where a person feels comfortable, where he spends a long time. The 
Berditchover Rav writes that when a person does a mitzvah, it is not enough to simply perform the action. If one wants the mitzvah to continue 
to journey with him for the rest of the day, for the rest of his life, he must build a house for the mitzvos. The building blocks for this house are 
the hachanos, the preparations for doing a certain mitzvah. According to the preparation that one does, that is how comfortable the mitzvah - 
and its spiritual illumination - is going to be, lingering long after the action is completed. 

In a beautiful teaching, the Shem M’Shmuel quotes from the Ramban on his chiddushim to Shas, who notes that one difference between 
Shabbos and Yom Tov is that, while we make beracha over besamim on Motzei Shabbos, we do not do so at the conclusion of Yom Tov. The 
reason for this distinction is that there is no need to make a beracha on besamim Motzei Yom Tov: Unlike Motzei Shabbos, where there is 
sadness over the neshama yeseira departing, and spiritual revival in the form of besamim is thus needed, the “ruach yeseirah” of Yom Tov lasts 
much longer and does not quickly dissipate. Why is this so? The Shem MiShmel quotes from his father, the Avnei Neizer, who explains that 
Shabbos is referred to by chazal as “keviya v’kayma.” Shabbos descends into the world every seventh day as a gift, simply because HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu sends it to us. However, the day of the week on which Yom Tov will fall out depends upon our arrangement of the calendar. It is we 
who create the holiness of Yom Tov, the kedushah of “Yisrael v’hazmanim.” It is because we are involved in creating the kedushah, building a 
house for the illumination of Yom Tov with our preparations, that the ruach yeseirah of Yom Tov lasts long after the chag is already over. As we 
prepare for Shavuos, every hachanah that we do - physically, intellectually, and spiritually - should help us to build a big, beautiful, spacious 
house in which the mitzvos can remain, to truly be mekabel the Torah b’ahavah ub’lev shaleim. 

This section contains written summaries of LPI’s HaMeor SheBah videos series. All of our videos may be found on the LPI YouTube channel or at LPITorah.org. 

Reviewing LPI’s ‘HaMeor 
Shebah’ video series
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In the zechus of Simcha, 
Yeshuah and Geulah for 
all of Hashems Children
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